
A message from Santa
I’m on my way to pick up my reindeer from Falkland 
Estate Stables but I’ve forgotten to pack something 
into my sack! Can you help me work out what it is? 
The woodland squirrels have said they’ll help you 
with some clues.
There are 12 squirrels hidden in the trees and each 
one has a letter. Write down all the letters you find 
on the other side of this card, re-arrange them and 
hopefully you will find what I have lost! Once you 
get to the Stables, post your card back to me.

Love Santa
(Hint: the jumbled letters may form one, or two words!)

Falkland Stewardship Trust, the Stables, Falkland Estate, Falkland, Fife, KY15 7AF
SC022481 www.centreforstewardship.org.uk



Message to Santa
Dear Santa,
I/we have searched the woods and here is what you have forgotten

Have a safe journey
Love from

Write the letters as you find them in these boxes then use the 
boxes below once you've worked out what Santa has lost.

If you would like to enter our prize draw, ask your 
parent or guardian to write down an email address 

.........................................................................
One card will be drawn every Sunday in December
	 Please tick here if you would like to be added to our emailing list

In 2016 a community excavation revealed that the trenches were quarried through natural 
bedrock. Volunteers found prehistoric worked-stone flint indicating occupation in the vicinity 
between c.4000BC and c.1500BC. The site had other uses during its long history, such as a 
training ground during World War I and possibly a quarry.

The House of Falkland 
The House of Falkland was built between 1839 and 1844 by William Burn, one of the 
pre-eminent Victorian country house architects for Estate owners,  Margaret and Onesiphorus 
Tyndall Bruce. The interiors of the House date from the 1880s when the 3rd Marquess of Bute’s 
craftsmen applied their arts and crafts style to many of the rooms.  Over the years, the House 
has been a family home, a care home for WW1 wounded officers and where Polish troops 
were stationed during WW2. Today, the House is in the care of the Centre for Stewardship and 
it is currently in use as a school specialising in the education and care of boys who require 
additional support for learning. Occasionally we can offer tours of the House. Please enquire at 
the Information Hub for more information. 

The Memorial Chapel 
On the brow of the hill, looking down towards the Stables and across the Home Park to the 
House of Falkland stands the roofless shell of the Crichton Stuart Memorial Chapel. On 4 
February 1910 Ninian Patrick Crichton Stuart, known to his family as Ringan, died at the House 
of Falkland just a few weeks short of his third birthday. He was the son of Lord and Lady Ninian 
Crichton Stuart, owners of Falkland Estate. A few days later, after a Roman Catholic service 
in the Chapel Royal at Falkland Palace, he was buried at this site, snow was falling and the 
ground and trees were white. Two years later his parents commissioned Reginald Fairlie to 
design a chapel to commemorate their young son and which might also serve as the Roman 
Catholic church for the village of Falkland. Lord Ninian was killed at the Battle of Loos in 1915 
and completion of the Chapel could not continue so it has lain roofless for over 100 years. 

Today, the Chapel can be used to celebrate weddings. Please enquire at the Information Hub 
for more information.

If you enjoy Falkland Estate’s woods, pathways and views, help us to maintain them. There are 
many ways to get involved at the Centre for Stewardship...

Volunteering 
Donations 
Becoming a Member of our Friends’ Scheme.
Buying a cake and a coffee!

Thank you for your visit. 
Please respect the Scottish Outdoor Code. 

To find out more about our work, 
visit www.centreforstewardship.org.uk
or ask at the Information Hub. 

 

Welcome to Falkland Estate
Enjoy the network of paths, laid out in the Victorian period that weave their way across the 
Estate. Around every corner there is a discovery to be made, from Victorian architecture 
features including the ruined Temple of Decision and recently restored Tyndall Bruce 
monument, to statuesque trees, metal arches and some stunning views.   As well as a great 
place to enjoy exercise and restore your spirit, this area is also something of a haven for wildlife 
– so watch out for deer, red squirrel, buzzards, kestrels and occasional pine marten as you stroll 
quietly in the forest.

The Tyndall Bruce Monument
The Tyndall Bruce Monument commemorates Onesiphorus Tyndall Bruce, the Laird of Falkland 
Estate who died in 1855. Onesiphorus married the wealthy heiress of Falkland Estate, 
Margaret Stuart Bruce in 1818. They commissioned the build of the House of Falkland as their 
new country home and the nearby Temple of Decision. As well as funding Falkland’s parish 
church and fountain, they were renowned for their charitable giving and played an active 
part in Fife society and politics. The Tyndall Bruce Monument stands on the Black Hill looking 
over Falkland Estate and the lands which were once in the care of this wealthy couple. Thanks 
to funding through the Living Lomonds Landscape Partnership the monument was restored in 
2015.

The Temple of Decision 
The Temple of Decision was designed by Alexander Roos in 1849 and built by George Page, 
a local mason. Roos also designed the Falkland village fountain. The Temple was built for the 
wealthy estate owners, Margaret and Onesiphorus Tyndall Bruce as a summerhouse with 
spectacular views. It was built as a focal point in the landscape and could be viewed from the 
principal rooms in the House of Falkland. It is possible that it is a rare surviving example of a 
garden temple in Scotland. The plan of the Temple was derived from the Temple of Theseus in 
Athens and comprised a single room with a prostyle portico and Roman pediment. Sadly the 
Temple has fallen in to disrepair over the years but the ruin was consolidated in 2016 thanks to 
funding through the Living Lomonds Landscape Partnership.

A Royal Deer Park
The Estate was part of the royal hunting estate enjoyed by the Stewart monarchs from James 
II (1437 - 1460) to James VI (1567 -1625). Greyhound or Grewan’s Den is also clearly associat-
ed with hunting dogs – and would have led down towards Chancefield Trenches. These are 
thought to be associated with the management and capture of deer to supply the royal hunt-
ing parks – not just at Falkland but also taken to Stirling.

At its greatest extent the Falkland deer park covered an area of 1600 acres to the north of 
the historic village. The hunting grounds were first used by the MacDuff Earls of Fife. Under roy-
al ownership the park was expanded during the 15th and 16th centuries by the early Stewart 
kings. James IV added a large extension into the lands of Cash in 1508. Nearby to the south the 
old road from Falkland to Kinross in the 18th century passed close to the site. At Arraty Burn the 
place-names ‘Greyhounds Den’ and ‘Deerends’ give a clue to the area’s history.

The Chancefield Trenches
Chancefield Trenches are large V-shaped earthworks and the remains of old road-ways that 
may havbeen used for driving deer into the hunting park of Falkland Palace. There are five 
trenches that overlap in places, each around 2.5m to 3m deep and up to 220m in length. 
Originally they stretched 45m farther east.


